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Returning Directors reelected for three
year terms:
John Alexander, Jim Hinds, Sally Jacobs,
Ron Logan, Peter Millard, Sue Owen, and
Shep Sheppard.

          March 28th, the Orono Land Trust held its 22nd
annual meeting.  People gathered for goodies and
listened while Jerry Longcore regaled them with beaver
“tales” and slides. The “red saw” award was given to Todd
and Denise Burpee, Randy and Lynn Adkins and Barbara
Lucia in recognition for their generosity in opening their
backyards to pedestrian traffic along the Stillwater River
trail.  Chris Dorion was awarded a “conservation hero”
plaque for all his contributions to OLT.  Chris works on all
the trails and especially made the Caribou Bog Ski Trail
what it was this winter.  He also has opened his land to the
public.  A Conservation Hero plaque also was awarded to
Jim and Pat Hinds.  They had just signed a THIRD
conservation easement with OLT.   Jim is also responsible
for preserving more than 900 acres of land for Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife.  Jim and Pat have been extremely
generous to our environment.  President, Dave Clement
gave a report of all the things OLT accomplished in the
past year along with its challenges now, and in the future.
A wonderful time was had by all.                        Gail White

Outstanding members Chris Dorion and Jim Hinds
get sincere thanks from the OLT’s Gail White

Stillwater River landowners receive “Red  Saw
Awards” for their permitting public use of the River
Trail. Left to right: Barbara Lucia, Lynn and Randy
Adkins, Denise and Todd Burpee.

Continuing Directors :  Melissa Burch (2009),
David Clement (2009), Jay Johnson (2009),
Jerry Longcore (2010), Peg Markson (2009),
Mick Peterson (2009), David Scheidt (2010),
David Thompson (2009), Pat Thompson (2010),
Wendall Tremblay (2010), David Wardrop
(2009), Gail White (2010), Lin White (2010)

Adjunct Directors :  Chris Dorion, Norm Poirier

Officers :  Dave Clement – President
Jerry Longcore - Vice President
Gail White - Treasurer
Pat Thompson - Secretary
Sue Owen - Clerk

OLT 22nd Annual Meeting

OLT Board Election Result s

Mission Statement
          The Orono Land Trust exists to protect, manage, and preserve portions of the natural environment in
Orono and surrounding communities, for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.  We
work to balance conservation and developmeent, extend and maintain trail systems connecting natural areas,
encourage appreciation of natural habitats and ensure perpetual access to public lands and waters.
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Left to right: Nathan Hart, Chris Martin, Jared Patenaude, Mike Thoreson,
Jeff Condon, Tyler Durant, Dan Yarumian, Suzanne Graves-Hall, Robert Miles,
Chad Finnemore, Sam Stietzel, Sean Lahann, Jimmy Stevens, Ryan Brown,
Prof. Ray Hintz

Photo by Sally Jacobs

          The surveying engineering technology senior
capstone class once again located portions of trails
and boundary evidence related to Orono Land Trust
parcels and abutters.  This was the first year the
students had access to cell modem based Real Time
Kinematic GPS.  In past years a GPS base station
was set up near the job site and a rover receiver
mapped data relative to it.  Now a RTK base station is
on the roof of Boardman Hall and connected to the
Internet so data are publicly available.  A cell modem,
similar to a cell phone but for data transfer, accesses
data.  Eliminating the job site base station saves 1-2
hours each day.
          Mapping was completed on the Caribou Bog Ski
Trail from Gilman Ave near Target in Bangor to Forest
Ave. in Orono, to the Caribou Bog and Newman Hill
parcels, then to its intersection with Kirkland Road/I-95
in Old Town.  In addition the location of the "old" Cari-
bou Bog ski trail from Forest Ave. near Stillwater Ave.
to the existing trail was mapped along with trails from it
to the trailer park off Forest Ave.  The "snowmobile"
trail across Caribou Bog was completed from the
pipeline on the east to Pushaw Lake.
          Boundary evidence was located for the Hsu
property now owned by OLT, the Hinds conservation
easement, Chris Dorion's recent purchase north of
Newman Hill parcel, and the Lord parcel north of the
Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife parcel.  In addition
most parcels adjacent to these were located as would
commonly be done in a boundary survey.  All boundary
evidence  was positioned and described in both a
survey report and in a digital map.  The coordinates
(latitude and longitude) of survey evidence of trails and
boundaries are available to serve as an aid in subse-
quent location.
          The digital map, survey report, and power point
presentation were delivered to the Orono Land Trust
for their use.                                                Sally Jacobs

UMaine Student s Map OLT Land

Maine Land Conservation
Conference 2008

                                         The annual Land award was
                                renamed to honor Jay Espy,
                                retired leader of the MCHT.  The
                                Espy  Award comes with a $5,000
                                check for whomever the winner
                               believes is worthy.
                                      The Keynote speaker was
Janisse Ray.  She gave a delightful, forceful  talk in a
sing song, poetic voice and manner.   She was
wonderful to listen to as she pushed for people to
fight to preserve our forest lands.
          My first session was on climate change and
how it affects conservation.  George Jacobson
pointed out that he looks at the long view in climate
and that the charts show constant up and downs to
warm spells and cold spells.  He showed carbon
dioxide was consistently rising.  We are currently in a
warm peak, that which is not really unusual until you
look at the carbon dioxide which is triple the content
of past cycles.  half of the carbon dioxide goes into
the air and half into the ocean.  The shell fish that
require the sun to harden their shells are being
affected.  When looking for areas to conserve, it
might be good to look are shore fronts as they may
look with water 3 feet higher and decide from there.
          The second session was focused on deer and
dog ticks.  Ticks are born without disease and hitch a
ride on birds to new locations – Maine.  They drop off
the birds and attach to small animals such as
chipmunks and squirrels.  The deer ticks pick up lyme
disease from the small rodents.  The ticks fall off the
rodents and hunker down under leaves to mature .
When people get bitten by these small ticks, the size
of a pin head, they are not easy to spot.  If they are
pulled off  within 36 hours, lyme disease may be
avoided.  They are prevalent during June and July.
Ticks get onto deer to mate and deliver their eggs
(about 300 eggs).  If infected, use tweezers to
squeeze the head  out of your skin.    To prevent
infection, dress with pants inside of socks or high
boots or spray clothes with Permethrin, which works
well.    Ticks are dangerous to cats.   Put clothes in
the dryer first to kill the ticks, then wash them.  The
suggestion is make trails wider in locations ticks like,
i.e. oak, maple stands with good leaves to hide
under.  To count ticks, scientist drag corduroy cloth
along the leaves (it feels like fur) and count the
number of ticks that jump on the cloth.  (Con’t page  5)
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          The Orono Land Trust was recognized by the Maine Chapter of the Wildlife Society on April 16, for
its “visionary and effective collaboration with the Bangor Land Trust to establish the joint committee for
the Caribou Bog-Penjajawoc Project: A Conservation-Recreation Corridor. This collaboration has
resulted in the conservation of nearly 1500 acres of unique habitats and a corridor for wildlife and
recreation from Bangor to Hudson.”  Catherine Elliot, chairwoman of the awards committee, said, “The
award is presented to groups, individuals, organizations or businesses that have consciously made
significant contributions to wildlife management or conservation in Maine.”                        Sally Jacobs

Nature ClipNature ClipNature ClipNature ClipNature Clip_______________by Jerry LongcoreJerry LongcoreJerry LongcoreJerry LongcoreJerry Longcore

Change–An Inevitable Dynamic
          As I started this clip I was unsure of where it
would lead, but my choice to write about Change
was reinforced when I used the spell check to verify
how to spell inevitable.  Of course, my spelling was
wrong and I had to click on Change.   In nature no
one needs to click to observe timely change,
although a click beetle, if placed on its back, can
“click” itself upright.  A spine on the prosternum can
be snapped into a notch on the mesosternum
producing a robust click that bounces the beetle
about a foot into the air, and the beetle usually
lands upright on its legs. The click of this beetle is
instantaneous; however, change in nature may be
hourly, daily, monthly, seasonally, annually,
extending over decades of a human’s life, or
recorded in the Eons, Eras, Periods or Epochs of
geologic time.  The key to understanding change, it
seems, is to recognize the amount of time involved
in the transformation process, in nature we call that
process ecological succession. Thirty years ago
the field behind our house was devoid of shrubby
vegetation and harbored pairs of eastern
meadowlarks and bobolinks, today the field is
mostly filled with red osier dogwood, non-native,

invasive, common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica),
spirea, and other shrubs.  With the grassland
diminished the meadowlarks are gone and only a
pair or two of bobolinks and savannah sparrows still
nest there.  I did, however, find a brood of American
woodcock under the shrubs two years ago,
reflecting the change to a habitat type that is now
suitable for woodcock.   As you watch the leaves
unfold on the aspens, the red maple flowers flourish
then wither, the serial change from spring peepers
and wood frog calls to the calls of bullfrogs and the
gray treefrog, try to visualize how subtle the changes
are.  Even if we do not acknowledge the subtle
changes, they are proceeding.  And like it or not,
human societies are part of the natural world and
will be affected by the inevitable ecological
processes, both beneficial and harmful.
Photo by J.R. Longcore

Jerry’s back yard with red osier dogwood and deer.

Maine Chapter of the Wildlife Society

Left to right: John Gunn, outgoing President of the Maine Chapter of the Wildlife
Society congratulates members of the Orono and Bangor Land Trusts: Jay Johnson,
Jim Hinds, Dave Thompson, Sally Jacobs, Lucy Quimby, Jerry Longcore, Pat
Thompson, Bucky Owen

Photo by Sally Jacobs
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Todd Burpee and Wendall Tremblay

Photos by
Margaret Clancey
 and Sally Jacobs

Spring T rail Day

          WOW! What a terrific day Trail Day turned out to be!  It was sunny,
not too hot, a nice breeze … just perfect.  Sincere appreciation is given
to all the volunteers who came out to repair and improve the trails for
everyone to use.
          Mike Opitz and Cam Rose started a couple of days early down by
the Penobscot River.  They worked to secure the bridges/boardwalks on
the new River Trail as the flood waters rose.  They report that they came
to a mutual agreement with the beavers on how to secure the access
bridge.
          A Trail Day Preview crew consisting of Jim Hinds, Dave Thompson, Gail White, Jerry Longcore,
Ron Logan, John Halloran and Leslie Hudson tackled boundary-clearing along the Hinds Conservation
Easement then moved to Newman Hill to improve the viewing site from the top of the Hill.
          Adrienne Butler was amazed as she worked with Ben Rose, Zac Beatrice and friend Tiana.  These
young people worked very hard and fast,  moving the large pile of chips onto the Chapel Road/University
Heights trail.
          The Stillwater River Trail received a lot of attention and action as Todd Burpee brought out his brush
cutter.  Trash was collected and brush cut.  Todd was one of the workers along with Beth White, Margaret
Clancy, Sue and Bucky Owen, Mark Haggerty with daughter, Emma, Sandy Johnson, Jay Johnson, John
Hackney, David Thompson, Rick Morrill and Wendall Tremblay.
          At the Winterhaven Trail Entrance to the Jeremiah Colburn Natural Area  a crew of Leslie Hudson,
John Halloran, Sally Jacobs, Dawn Morgan, Rick Morrill, Gail White and Dave Thompson attacked a pile
of chips.  The bridge was repaired and doubled in size.  David Thompson wielded his chain saw with
expertise to turn a cedar tree into a bridge.   The entrance was widened and the sign was moved to a
new more visible site.  The entrance is now more inviting.

Dawn Morgan, Gail White, John Halloran and
Leslie Hudson tackle a pile of chips.

Dawn Morgan,
Gail  White,
Dave Thompson
and Rick Morrill

Emma Haggerty trims trail.

          We are volunteers and more
successful than we ever hoped, but
there is still lots to do.  Please Help
          We have bridges & boardwalk to
rebuild & many other jobs to do - some
one time and others ongoing.   Rough
Carpenter, Good Photographer, Trash
Picker-Upper, Bush Cutter and others
with ‘no experience’ - contact:  Wendall
Tremblay - Volunteer Coordinator
wendalltre@aol.com  866-4531

OLT is on the March
and needs more T roop s!
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Photos by Peg Markson

2008

           Dave Thompson and Rick Morrill worked
at the Halsey Outdoor Classroom cutting blow-
downs before joining the Winterhaven crew.
          In Veazie Dave Scheidt, John Manter and
Don MacKay worked on the access trail from
State Street along the Manter boundary to the
Manter Conservation Easement.  They leveled the
trail and added lots of locally made wood chips.
The trail is easier to traverse and less to mow.
          Lots of activity took place at the Orono Bog
Boardwalk.  Signs were uncovered at the
interpretive stations and info signs put up.  Some
deck boards were replaced and many more
                                                            re-nailed.  The boardwalk
                                                            was leveled.  The electronic
                                                            counter was mounted,
                                                            numbers on the boardwalk
                                                            fixed or replaced, and trash
                                                            was picked up.  Helpers
                                                            included Jim Bird, Ben Rose,
                                                            Peg and Paul Markson, Phil
                                                            Locke, Jerry Longcore, Jean
                                                            Martin, Christina Diebold,
                                                            John Daigle, James Howard,
                                                            Nancy Andrews and Daryle
                                                            Carter.
                                                                      At the end of the day(s)
                                                            one common theme was -
                                                            what a lot of fun to meet
                                                            people, talk, laugh and work
                                                            together to  accomplish so
                                                            much.

Bog volunteer Paul Markson pounds in nails that became
loose on the boardwalk sections during the winter .

John Daigle and Jim Bird (boardwalk
director) scrape a bench along the Orono
Bog boardwalk to prepare it for being
painted for the new season.

An unknown Orono Bog
Boardwalk volunteer
sweeps the winter's debris
from the boardwalk.

 Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weiss donated a
Prius to the OLT.  By the time of our annual meeting
in late March, no OLT member had jumped at the
chance to buy, so the sale was advertised on Craig´s
List and in Uncle Henry´s, we had almost 20
inquiries, and the first person to actually come to look
at the Prius bought it for the asking price of $12,000.

This donation by Bob and Minnie couldn´t
come at a better time.  $2,000 will be given to the
Orono Bog Boardwalk to give that capital campaign a
boost, and the rest is being earmarked for the Piney
Knoll land acquisition project.  Many thanks to Dr.
and Mrs. Weiss.          David Clement, President

Prius Sale Benefit s OLT (Con’t Conference  page 2)    The last session was on
focus species by Rob Levin and a member of the
Down East Land Trust.  They described how the
DELT is managing a large area by allowing local
lumbering to take place to boost the economy
downeast while a shore area is off limits.  Rob
explained each land trust has their own needs and
an area should be managed in a way that meets
those needs while based on what is there already.
          Participants received a copy of “Groundswell”.
          I was able to listen to Prairie Home
Companion, straight from Bangor, Maine
(pronounced correctly…yeah) on my ride home to
Orono.  All in all, a nice day.                        Gail White
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Photoby Peg MarksonPhoto by Peg Markson

Orono and Bangor Land T rust s Partner with the University of Maine
to Win $666,566 Conservation Grant

           The Caribou Bog-Penjajawoc Project is a joint effort of the Orono Land Trustand Bangor Land
Trust.  They  partnered with the University of Maine to secure a $666,566 Conservation grant from the
North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA).  NAWCA grants are highly competitive, involving
hundreds of applications nationally.  This was the only project in Maine to receive funding, one of only nine
grants awarded in the Eastern Seaboard states, and one of only 31 funded nationally.
          The Project is to create a continuous greenway corridor within an 18,000 acre focus area
consisting of undeveloped land for wildlife habitat and public use and commencing just north of the
Bangor Mall and extending north between I-95 and Pushaw Lake to Hirundo Wildlife Refuge in Hudson.
          The NAWCA grant money will be used to purchase several parcels, including wetlands. A major
purchase of about 850 acres valued at over a million dollars will be bought using a combination of Land
for Maine’s Future funds and NAWCA funds. Ownership of this parcel will be transferred to the University
of Maine Foundation. The land will be protected with a conservation easement that will protect wetlands
and wildlife habitat, while allowing sustainable forestry and other low impact traditional uses.  UM will use
the land for education and research.     This unprecedented and noteworthy collaboration of the University
of Maine with the two land trusts will make it possible to conserve a total of 3,804 acres of wetlands,
adjacent uplands, and over three miles of lake, stream and pond shoreland worth more than $2,000,000.
          Through this and other projects, the University of Maine is recognized by NAWCA  as one of the top
University partners in the country in conserving land.  Mitch Hartley, of the US Fish & Wildlife Service
whichadministers the NAWCA grants, emphasized that UM is playing a nationally significant role in
NAWCA conservation projects.  Ole Amundsen of the national Land Trust Exchange also noted that this
was an exemplary partnership worthy of national notice.
          Sally Jacobs, spokesperson for the Caribou Bog-Penjajawoc Conservation Project Committee
praised the University of Maine and the University of Maine Foundation for their foresight in protecting
their valuable forests and wetlands for future education and research purposes and sustainable forest
management.  Without the University’s deep commitment and collaborative efforts, this amazing
conservation feat could never have occurred.   The University of Maine and the University of Maine
Foundation donated land and easements to be used as matching funds needed  to make  the project
eligible for grant funding.    The UM donations were combined with funds previously obtained by the two
land trusts from the Land for Maine’s Future Program, private donations, and  Maine Outdoor Heritage
funding to complete the necessary match.  The work on the corridor is not yet complete.  The last portion
of LMF funds allotted to the Bangor Land Trust and Orono Land Trust for the corridor will be used to
match the NAWCA grant and complete the purchase of the 850 acres of Sewall Land between Perch
Pond and Kirkland Road thereby protecting the entire shore of this pond.  Therefore, on April 1, 2008, the
Project Committee submitted its third request for LMF funds in the amount of $495,000.  With these
funds it is hoped that the final connections needed to knit the Corridor together, north to south will be
made!  Final decisions on the LMF grants will be announced in July.

Total contributions from grants and private donors to this extensive conservation effort up to the
time of the NAWCA grant amounted to over a $1.2 million and a total of 1429 acres, including valuable
wetlands, trails, ecological systems, and lake and stream frontage, had been conserved within the
loosely configured 18,000-acre corridor focus area.

Since the fall of 2003 a broad array of nineteen collaborating partners, including the  University of
Maine, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries &Wildlife, Maine Department of
Conservation,  Cities of Bangor, Brewer, and Old Town, the towns of Orono and Veazie, non-profit,
federal, and state organizations, including Maine Audubon, US Fish and Wildlife Service, The North
American Wetlands Conservation Act, The Nature Conservancy, The Maine Community Foundation, the
Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund, the Land for Maine’s Future Program,    (Con’t next page)
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($666,000 Grant - Con’t from previous page)

New England Grassroots Conservation,  Cities of Bangor, Brewer, and Old Town, the towns of Orono and
Veazie, non-profit, federal, and state organizations, including Maine Audubon, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, The North American Wetlands Conservation Act, The Nature Conservancy, The Maine
Community Foundation, the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund, the Land for Maine’s Future Program, New
England Grassroots Environment Fund, the John Sage Foundation, the Davis Foundation, and LL Bean,
have joined the two land trusts in this large conservation effort.
Sally Jacobs

New Leader for Veazie Land Association

           I'm pleased to announce that David Scheidt
has accepted to succeed me as Chair for the
Veazie Land Association (VLA).  David has
served as VLA Co-Chair and Orono Land Trust
Board member for a couple years now, and we
both felt that this is a great opportunity for us to
flip-flop our positions (I will become Co-Chair) to
strengthen the VLA with our complementary
skills.  As Town Forester and VLA Co-Chair, I will
continue to steward lands, improve trails, raise
funds for conservation-related projects and
support the VLA in any way I can.  David, who
also happens to be a forester, brings with him
extraordinary analytical, organizational, and
communication skills that will serve VLA's con-
servation goals well.  As always, please feel free
to contact either one of us if you have any ques-
tions or would like to volunteer for VLA (every-
thing from trash pickup, to trail improvement, to
trail marking, land stewardship, membership
and fund raising).  You will find our information at
www.oronolandtrust.org.               David W ardrop

VVVVVeeeee azie Cazie Cazie Cazie Cazie C hhhhh apapapapap ttttt eeeee r Ner Ner Ner Ner Ne wswswswsws

May 22nd 6 am  at the Orono Bog Boardwalk parking lot. Superbirder Ron Joseph of US Fish &
Wildlife will find bird sights and sounds. Only a real storm will stop – the birds will be always there!
May 28th , 7 am  - Technology PArk, Orono.  Jerry Longcore and Jim Bird are leaders.  Meet in
parking lot behind Microdyne Building on Godfrey Drive.

Bird Before Work!

          Orono Bog Boardwalk volunteers will hold
their 5th annual yard sale on Saturday, June 14,
2008 (rain date Sunday, June 15th) at 139 Main
Street in Orono.  Over the last 4 years we have
raised  $11,000.  Last year, 40 families donated
items for the sale and we raised over $4,000 for
the Boardwalk. This year, the money raised will go
towards our endowment fund which will in turn help
to maintain and operate the Boardwalk.  We
already have a good start on items for the sale.
Let’s try to match or exceed our donations and
sales from last year!  Please contact Jim Bird ((h)
866-2578 or Jim.Bird@umit.maine.edu) if you
have items to donate and/or if you would like to
help the day of the sale.  Set up starts at 5am and
we need at least 10 people.
          This year we are unable to accept comput-
ers, televisions, refrigerators, or bedding.  Items
can be delivered to 139 Main Street, Orono start-
ing May 1st.  Please give Jim a call or an e-mail in
advance of dropping items off.  We can also
arrange to pick up your items.
          Let’s continue to make this yard sale a
successful, yearly fund raising event!       Jim Bird

Bog Boardwalk YARD SALE
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Calendar

May 22, 2008
Bird Walk see page 1.

May  28, 2008
Bird Walk see page 1.

June 14th, 2008
Bogwalk Yard Sale
see page 7.

ORONO LAND TRUST MEMBERSHIP  APPLICA TI ON

Name:________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

_____$25 Individual Membership      _____$1000 Life Membership
_____$50 Family Membership      _____$5000+ Named Fund**
_____$100-$999 Supporting Membership*

*All but $50 of your donation will go into a long-term fund for future land acquisitions and for stewardship of existing lands.

** For gifts of $5000 or more, the Orono Land Trust will set up a fund named after the donor or a person named by the donor; the donor can
specify, if it is to be a stewardship fund for a particular piece of property, for future land acquisitions, or for a legal defense fund.  For example, the
“John Doe Fund for Stewardship of the Newman Hill Preserve” or the “Jane Doe Fund for Future Land Acquisitions” or “The John and Jane Doe
Legal Defense Fund”.

I’d like to make an additional $______ donation to help protect green space in Orono.

I am interested in helping on one of the  following committees:
_____Lands – The core committee, always on the lookout for new areas, monitors land-use changes.
_____Stewardship and Trails – Backbone of OLT, monitors properties, maintains trails for public use.
_____Outr each – Plans and conducts events and programs of education and entertainment, publicity, newsletter, brochures, website.
_____Membership – Encourages existing and new members to participate in OLT activities. collects dues, maintains database.
_____Veazie Land Association – Oversees Veazie Lands, easements, trails, etc.
_____Caribou Bog – Penjajawoc Corridor Project – Identifies properties in preservation area for acquisition or easements.
_____Orono Bog Boardwalk – Maintains Boardwalk, organizes programs, budget, fundraising.
_____I’d like to share these other interests and talents:_________________________________________________________________

Please mail this form with your check
 made out to “Orono Land Trust” to:

Orono Land Trust, Membership
100 Bennoch Road
Orono, ME 04473

OLT is a publicly supported charitable
organization 501 ( c ) 3.

Orono Land Trust
P O Box 4
Orono, ME 04473

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Please check for membership expiration date on your address label.


